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Prairie Conservation Forum Vision  
 

The biological diversity of native prairie and parkland ecosystems is secure under 
thoughtful and committed stewardship of all Albertans. 

Guiding Principles 
 

1. Management responsibilities for native prairie and parkland fall primarily on public agencies (i.e., 
Federal, Provincial and Local Governments), First Nations and private landowners.  The PCF will 
only support and facilitate discussions concerning actions that contribute positively to the Vision 
and Mission of the PCF. 

2. The PCF will facilitate networking, information exchange and discussion amongst member organ-
izations and with other jurisdictions outside of Alberta. 

3. Partnership activities are based on the belief that the social and economic benefits which are de-
rived from prairie and parkland ecosystems are dependent on the ecological health of these sys-
tems.  Therefore, management strategies will be promoted that ensure the ongoing health of these 
ecosystems. 

4. The PCF Partnership draws together diverse opinions and approaches to ecosystem management.  
To best ensure the development of collaborative and effective solutions, the Partnership will inter-
act in a manner that is respectful of that diversity. 

5. PCF members will strive to implement PCF programs and activities in their respective organiza-
tions in support of the PCF Vision. 

6. The Vision can only be achieved by the efforts of many, including the PCF itself and its member 
organizations, accompanied by effective working relationships with others who share the Vision. 

7. The PCF supports the equitable sharing of social and economic costs and the benefits of maintain-
ing native biodiversity and ecological services among all segments of society. 

Outcomes 
 

Maintain Large Native Prairie and Parkland Landscapes. The existence of intact and 
fully functioning native prairie and parkland landscapes in Alberta are the best guarantor 
of future regional biodiversity and environmental quality.  
 
Conserve Connecting Corridors for Biodiversity. Habitat connectivity is essential to 
maintain native biodiversity and ecosystem function. The conservation and restoration of 
important corridors will help to maintain functional native prairie and parkland land-
scapes. 
 
Protect Isolated Native Habitats. Within fragmented landscapes there exist small, iso-
lated pockets of ecological refugia that may be as important for native biodiversity con-
servation as larger prairie and parkland landscapes. These need to be identified, studied, 
and possibly protected.   
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~~~~~~~~  
 
òAnd by experiencing prairie ñover the four seasons, and 

at various times of day, in all weathers ñyou develop a 
heightened sense of awe and wonder that will spill over 

into every other area of your lifeó  
 

~Cindy Crosby, The Tallgrass Prairie: An Introduction  
 

~~~~~~~~  



 

 

Message from the Coordinators  

 
The PCF coordinators, Sam Van Ham and Katheryn Taylor, continue to be involved in all of the PCF committees and 
working groups, providing an array of support including project management, logistical help, leadership and administra-
tive support where needed. Current committees include: The State of the Prairie Committee, Connecting Corridors Com-
mittee, Isolated Habitats Committee, Range Stewardship Committee, Deep Roots Educational Videoconference, PCAP 
committee, GVI committee, MULTISAR, and Transboundary Grasslands Partnership Committee. All of these commit-
tees have a summary associated with them in this report. In addition to these committees, the coordinators also took part 
in committees formed by other organizations. Katheryn sat on the logistics committee for the Prairie Conservation and 
Endangered Species Conference (PCESC) being hosted in Saskatoon in May 2026, and also sat on the Grasslands Coali-
tion Committee, a committee formed by World Wildlife Federation to prepare materials for an educational campaign for 
the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists in 2026. Sam helped organize a Range Science Forum in Foremost 
in December 2025, also to gear up for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists in 2026, where a follow-up 
to this forum is a tour of Onefour Research Ranch in June of 2026. 
 
In addition to providing logistical and administrative support, the Coordinators maintain communications, set up both 
board meetings and general meetings, maintain financial records and coordinate volunteers for casino fundraising events. 
The PCF successfully held our casino in Calgary on April 5 and 6, 2025, where we brought in $86,810.92. We want to 
thank everyone that volunteers at our casinoôs. This is a significant amount of money that the PCF can use towards our 
projects and without you, it wouldnôt be the success it has been over the many years.  
 
The PCF had two successful general meetings this year, with the June meeting held in Magrath with the tour at the 
McIntyre Ranch, and the January AGM held as a hybrid in-person and online meeting. Thank you to everyone that took 
time out of your schedules to attend these meetingsðparticipation in these meetings really strengthens the forumôs abili-
ties to connect and collaborate with each other. 
 
We would like to thank all of the volunteers that sit on the working groups and committees for your time and efforts in 
helping to conserve native prairie and parkland in Alberta. You are the success of the PCF!  
 

Katheryn Taylor and Sam Van Ham 
PCF Coordinators 



 

 

PCF Meetings and Tours  
 
PCFôs spring/fall meeting and tour was held on June 19, 2025 at the Magrath Com-
munity Center, with the tour held at the McIntyre Ranch. Laurie Hamilton (Zanshin 
Environmental Networks Inc), hired by the PCF to develop a business case for up-
dating the GVI, presented her work to the membership and the membership had the 
opportunity to give updates on their own work. After some great discussion, mem-
bers boarded a bus for a presentation and tour of a small portion of the McIntyre 
Ranch. 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held as a hybrid meeting, with members in attend-
ance at the Cavalry FC Regional Field House in Okotoks and online on January 22, 
2026. We went through the financial update, board elections and PCF committee 
updates, and had presentations by Stefano Liccioli (Alberta Environment and Pro-
tected Areas) on Sage Grouse Translocations in Alberta, by Emily Holden (Alberta 
Biodiversity Monitoring Institute) about work that ABMI is currently involved in, 
and by Barry Irving on an Introduction to the International Year of Rangelands and 
Pastoralists and the Global Context. As always, members were given the opportunity 
to provide updates on work they are involved with in the grasslands. 
 
The online meeting was recorded and can be found on the PCF website: https://
albertapcf.org/pcf-member-meetings  
 
Of mention, the PCF was also a partner in two Range Science Forums which were 
held leading up to the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists. The first 
one was held in Claresholm (where PCF was a financial partner) on November 13, 
2025, and the second one was held in Foremost (where PCF was an organizer) on 
December 11, 2025. Over 75 people registered for the event in Foremost, however, 
due to poor winter weather conditions, about 55 people were in attendance. Topics 
included history of range management and research in Alberta, drought planning, 
post-wildlife management, precision ranching, heat stress and animal behavior, and 
annual bromegrass control.   
 

Alberta Range Stewardship Course  
 

The PCF collaboratively delivers an annual Range Stewardship Course for ranchers and land stewards that is provincial in focus and 
local in delivery. Plans were in place for the committee to deliver a course in Peace River, Alberta but due to few local contacts and 
needing more time to determine what course components and topics will serve local ranchers best, the 2025 course was postponed. 
The course contains key range management principles and information that includes presentations and discussion around regional and 
local issues. Participants can look forward to a field portion of the course where they are led through range and riparian health assess-
ments and focus on plant identification.  
 

Grasslands Awareness Coalition  
 

The Grasslands Awareness Coalition was formed by the Canadian Wildlife Federation, with partnering organizations and individuals 
from throughout Canada, to bring more awareness of Canadaôs grasslands to the general public for the International Year of Range-
lands and Pastoralists. The PCF was one of the partnering organizations, with a coordinator attending monthly meetings throughout 
2025 and into 2026. The Coalition put together a website (https://canadasgrasslands.ca/), a social media campaign, a social media 
advertising campaign, an iNaturalist project, a webinar series, and a prize pack giveaway to promote Canadaôs grasslands.   
 

If you would like to know some of the statistics from this campaign, 
please contact info@albertapcf.org. 

https://albertapcf.org/pcf-member-meetings
https://albertapcf.org/pcf-member-meetings


 

 

Change Analysis: State of the Prairie  
 

The óState of the Prairieô collaborative study reports on the current extent of native prairie and parkland and the change in native prai-
rie cover in the Grassland and Parkland Natural Region over various scales to determine any changes or losses of native prairie over 
time and where they occur. The project area was summarized and evaluated by Grassland and Parkland Natural Regions, pub-
lic/private lands, natural subregion, eco-districts as well as counties and other administrative areas such as military bases and First 
Nations. The first technical report, completed in September 2019, looked at data from 1990 and 2010.  In 2024, the technical report 
was updated and revised using new and updated Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada (AAFC) datasets. The updated datasets from 
AAFC were used for years 1990 and 2010 and the additional years of 2000 and 2020 were added into the data analysis. Bringing in 
additional years to the analyses allows us to look at the change in native cover over 4 decades: 1990, 2000, 2010, and 2020. In addi-
tion, the Peace River Parkland region was added into the analysis in early 2025. The final report was first released in December 2024, 
however, with the addition of the Peace River addendum, the final report was re-released in May 2025. 

In the fall of 2025, letters were drafted and sent to the Chief Administration Officer (CAO) of each MD and County within the prairie 
and parkland regions of Alberta. Letters were personalized to each MD and County to show the results of the State of the Prairie Re-
port for their area. In total, 40 personalized letters were sent, along with a copy of the State of the Prairie Report. One presentation 
was given about the results to Lacombe County. 
 

Isolated Native Habitats Committee  
 
The isolated habitats committee was struck in 2021 to directly address action 
items in the PCAP.  The first action was a literature review that helped define 
what isolated habitats are and included a curated list of 65 species at risk in the 
Grassland Natural Region of Alberta that could be mapped for isolated habitats. 
This report was completed in 2022. In 2023, a framework was developed for map-
ping isolated habitats for specific species.  The framework provides a standardiza-
tion process to ensure that mapping projects are repeatable, robust and scientifical-
ly defensible, and provides detailed specifications for future mappers.  Hand in 
hand with the mapping product, a species report template was designed to engage 
landowners and land users who are interested in learning about a specific species 
at risk and its habitat, especially if they can see that their land might be within an 
isolated habitat. These reports include a summary of the species, their habitat, and 
the mapping project approach and results, including species-specific definitions of 
habitat, isolating conditions, and barriers. The template also includes an action 
statement to promote native prairie habitat conservation and stewardship. 

In the fall of 2025, PCF hired a consultant to conduct a literature review and environmental scan of existing valuation programs to 
address approach 3 in the PCAP: identify the value or values of isolated parcels. The scan and literature review included valuation 
systems that look at ecological goods and services, economic drivers, inherent value of native habitats and wildlife/plants/insects etc. 
that inhabit it, cultural and social values. Identifying these different values and valuation systems for different uses of native prairie 
land can expose areas where conflicts might arise if land management changes were to happen and where the greatest needs are for 
protection and stewardship of isolated native prairie habitats. This review looks at valuation of nature, including biodiversity and 
ecosystems, from a collective or societal perspective. In addition, this report provides some next steps for the PCF isolated habitats 
committee when developing a valuation process. 

 

Transboundary Grasslands Partnership  
 

The Transboundary Grasslands Partnership (TGP) is a voluntary collaborative partnership working towards native grasslands conser-
vation. Priority areas for the partnership include: connecting people and groups to one another; collaborating to produce conservation 
outcomes; and communicating the importance of the TGPôs conservation efforts to the broader grasslands conservation community. 
 
The TGP is driven by a core team of committed individuals who meet quarterly to share information, maintain connections and col-
laborate on grassland conservation opportunities. The core team is comprised of members from Alberta, Montana and Saskatchewan 
and is currently led by Mindy Hockley-Anderson (TGP Committee Chairperson) with the Saskatchewan Stock Growers Foundation. 
The role of Chairperson is rotated every two years between the three jurisdictions. The main work item of the TGP is the annual 
workshop. The workshop rotates between the three TGP jurisdictions (Alberta, Saskatchewan and Montana). The most recent work-
shop was held November 5-6, 2025 in Milk River, Alberta and included optional pre- and post-workshop field tours of Writing on 
Stone Provincial Park and the Milk River Ridge. The title of the 2025 workshop was: Innovation in a Changing World; it included 
topics around treatment methods for treating invasive species, fungi to restore native prairies, co-existence with grizzly bears in 
southern Alberta and included a producer panel discussing different ranching experiences. There were 55 participants in attendance. 


