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Prairie Conservation Forum Vision  
 

The biological diversity of native prairie and parkland ecosystems is secure under 
thoughtful and committed stewardship of all Albertans. 

Guiding Principles 
 

1. Management responsibilities for native prairie and parkland fall primarily on public agencies (i.e., 
Federal, Provincial and Local Governments), First Nations and private landowners.  The PCF will 
only support and facilitate discussions concerning actions that contribute positively to the Vision 
and Mission of the PCF. 

2. The PCF will facilitate networking, information exchange and discussion amongst member organ-
izations and with other jurisdictions outside of Alberta. 

3. Partnership activities are based on the belief that the social and economic benefits which are de-
rived from prairie and parkland ecosystems are dependent on the ecological health of these sys-
tems.  Therefore, management strategies will be promoted that ensure the ongoing health of these 
ecosystems. 

4. The PCF Partnership draws together diverse opinions and approaches to ecosystem management.  
To best ensure the development of collaborative and effective solutions, the Partnership will inter-
act in a manner that is respectful of that diversity. 

5. PCF members will strive to implement PCF programs and activities in their respective organiza-
tions in support of the PCF Vision. 

6. The Vision can only be achieved by the efforts of many, including the PCF itself and its member 
organizations, accompanied by effective working relationships with others who share the Vision. 

7. The PCF supports the equitable sharing of social and economic costs and the benefits of maintain-
ing native biodiversity and ecological services among all segments of society. 

Outcomes 
 

Maintain Large Native Prairie and Parkland Landscapes. The existence of intact and 
fully functioning native prairie and parkland landscapes in Alberta are the best guarantor 
of future regional biodiversity and environmental quality.  
 
Conserve Connecting Corridors for Biodiversity. Habitat connectivity is essential to 
maintain native biodiversity and ecosystem function. The conservation and restoration of 
important corridors will help to maintain functional native prairie and parkland land-
scapes. 
 
Protect Isolated Native Habitats. Within fragmented landscapes there exist small, iso-
lated pockets of ecological refugia that may be as important for native biodiversity con-
servation as larger prairie and parkland landscapes. These need to be identified, studied, 
and possibly protected.   
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~~~~~~~~  
 
òThere was only the enormous, empty prairie, with 
grasses blowing in waves of light and shadow across 
it, and the great blue sky above it, and birds flying 

up from it and singing with joy because the sun was 
rising. And on the whole enormous prairie there was 

no sign that any other human being had ever been 
there.ó 

 
~Laura Ingalls Wilder, Little House on the Prairie~  

 
~~~~~~~~  



 

 

Message from the Coordinators  

 
2020 proved to be a different year for not only the PCF, but for everyone the world over. This is the year that COVID-19 
struck and caused a world-wide pandemic. By the end of March, everything was starting to get shut down. People began 
working from home, kids were sent home from school, businesses were shut down, and travel was slowed down if not 
shut down altogether. There was a lot of adjustment for everybody as we tried to deal with the pandemic. The casino, 
which provides a lot of funds for the PCF, was cancelled, and finding funding became a little bit more difficult. Howev-
er, the PCF has a contingency fund for just such emergencies, and so the PCF was able to carry on due to this and our 
wonderful volunteers who contribute a lot of their time to get projects done. Fortunately for the PCF, it was relatively 
easy to move to on-line meetings as well. Our spring and fall meetings in 2020, and our AGM in 2021, were all held 
online, as were all the PCF board meetings.  
 
The PCF coordinators, Sasha Harriott and Katheryn Taylor, continued to be involved in all of the PCF committees and 
working groups, providing an array of support including project management, logistical help, leadership and administra-
tive support where needed.  
 
This past year one new committee was struck, the Isolated Habitats committee, to start working on defining what isolat-
ed native prairie habitats are. The Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference (PCESC) Committee, which 
had just chosen a venue to host the conference in 2022, had to cancel all plans to sign with the venue and instead, by de-
cision of the PCF board, push the conference back by one year to see what would happen with the pandemic. The Range 
Stewardship course partnered with the Womenôs Grazing School to move to an online format. The State of the Prairie 
Committee and Connecting Corridors Committee continued working towards their goals, luckily not quite as impacted as 
the other committees.   
 
We would like to thank all of the volunteers that sit on the working groups and committees for your time and efforts in 
helping to conserve native prairie and parkland in Alberta. And also a huge thank-you to all of the members and member 
organizations that stepped up to contribute funding to the PCF in this difficult year. The PCF membership continues to 
hold their high standards for prairie conservation, and without your support, none of this would be possible. 
 

Katheryn Taylor and Sasha Harriott 

PCF Coordinators  


